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Transport for NSW has standardised pilot and escort requirements for Class 1 mobile 
cranes, non mobile crane special purpose vehicles and load carrying vehicles in NSW.
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Benefits of alignment

√ improve clarity for vehicle operators
√ simplify compliance requirements
√ provide consistency in consideration of applications
√ improve access, productivity, efficiency, while

maintaining safety standards on the NSW road
network.

A pilot vehicle means a motor vehicle that accompanies an oversize vehicle to warn other road 
users of the oversize vehicle’s presence. 
An escort vehicle means a pilot vehicle that is driven by a police officer or another person 
authorised to direct traffic under an Australian road law.
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Contact us
If you have any questions or would like more information please contact our project team:

freight@transport.nsw.gov.au
If you need help understanding this 
information, please contact the Translating and 
Interpreting Service on 131 450 and ask them 
to call us on 13 77 88.

Changes have been implemented to pilot and escort requirements for:
• mobile cranes
• non mobile crane special purpose vehicles
• load carrying vehicles.

Aligned pilot and escort requirements

Day time travel conditions

Night time travel conditions

These changed are based on analysis of similar dimensions, swept path and on road behaviour.

Where to find the changes
The aligned pilot and escort requirements have been updated to all operator's guides of Class 1 
special purpose vehicles and load carrying vehicles notices.
These can be found on the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) website via the notices 
and permit-based schemes webpage.
There are no changes to requirements under the Heavy Vehicle National Law for pilots and 
escorts, which set out conditions and definitions to be a pilot or escort.
As required under the Heavy Vehicle National Law before a Class 1 vehicle is driven along any 
route, the route must be assessed before travel.

https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes

