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Mobile cranes are classified as Special Purpose Vehicles (SPV). A SPV
is defined as a motor vehicle or trailer, other than an agricultural
vehicle or a tow truck built for a purpose other than carrying goods.

An SPV that exceeds one or more of the general mass and dimension limits set out in the
Heavy Vehicle (Mass, Dimension and Loading) National Regulation is considered a Class 1
restricted access heavy vehicle.

For further information on SPVs please see the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
(NHVR) website (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/road-access/mass-dimension-and-
loading/classes-of-heavy-vehicles/class-1/special-purpose-vehicles)

Access
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Mobile cranes that do not conform with the statutory mass and dimensions limits (e.g.
height 4.3 metres, width 2.5 metres and length of 12.5 metres for a single vehicle or 19.0
metres for a combination) may gain access on NSW roads through:

e NSW Class 1 Special Purpose Vehicle and Combination Exemption Notice
(https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/state-

hvnl-notices)

e National Class 1 Special Purpose Vehicle Notice (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-
policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/national-notices)

e NSW Class 14-Axle & 5-Axle All Terrain Mobile Crane Mass and Dimension
Exemption Notice
(https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/40111/5fb1r/2734118/cyx3qy3RrplQuOzFJRVsDAFc
2ajtwABnalBltZph.html)

e NSW Class 1 All Terrain Mobile Crane and Dolly Combination Mass and Dimension
Exemption Notice
(https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/40111/5fb1r/2734118/cyx3qy3RrplQuOzFJRVsDAFc
2ajtwABnalBItZph-1.html)

e A specific access permit, available by application to the NHVR
(https://www.nhvr.gov.au/road-access/access-management) , for mobile cranes
with dimensions or mass over the limits stated in a notice.

Note: A NSW Intelligent Access Program (IAP) or Telematics Monitoring Application
(TMA) Certificate of Enrolment may be required as stated in the relevant notice or access
permit.

For information, please refer to Special Purpose Vehicles - Telematics Monitoring
Application (/operations/roads-and-waterways/business-and-industry/heavy-
vehicles/road-access/telematics).

Network Maps

The NHVR National Network map (https://maps.nhvr.gov.au) provides details of the
approved roads, as well as conditions of access and travel restrictions, for eligible SPVs
operating under a notice.

A NSW SPV network, if listed as the approved route on an access permit or |AP or TMA
Certificate of Enrolment, also provides the legally enforceable network for a SPV.

There are six NSW SPV access networks:

e SPV Level 1-Cranes and SPVs up to 40 tonnes that comply with the Bridge Formula.
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e SPV Level 2-Crane and dolly combinations up to 70 tonnes that comply with the
Bridge Formula.

e SPV Level 3-3-axle All Terrain Cranes up to 36 tonnes and 4-axle All Terrain Cranes
up to 43 tonnes.

e SPV Level 4 -4-axle All Terrain Cranes up to 45.8 tonnes and 5-axle All Terrain
Cranes up to 50 tonnes.

e SPV Level 4/12t per axle -4-axle All Terrain Cranes up to 48 tonnes and 5-axle All
Terrain Cranes up to 50 tonnes.

e SPV Level 6 -5-axle All Terrain Cranes up to 60 tonnes.
Note: Axle spacing, tyre size, ground contact width and axle mass limit requirements
apply to each SPV network. Cranes that do not comply with the requirements for any of
the SPV networks will require individual assessments to determine suitable access
networks or individual routes (this is known as SPV Level 5).

Telematics enrolment
All high risk mobile cranes must be enrolled in either TMA or IAP as a condition of access
to approved roads in NSW. This includes mobile cranes registered in NSW, as well as
those registered in other States or Territories who use NSW roads.
High risk mobile cranes are defined as:

e All cranes wider than 2.5 metres

e All cranes 2.5 metres wide or less that exceed the mass limits outlined in the

National Class 1 Special Purpose Vehicle Notice (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-
policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/national-notices)

e All cranes with a forward projection exceeding 5.5 metres.

Note: When travelling under the National Class 1 Special Purpose Vehicle Notice, two
axle pick and carry cranes that are 2.5 metres wide or less with axle masses above 10
tonnes but which do not exceed 12 tonnes do not currently require telematics enrolment
in NSW.

To enrol in:

* |AP, go to the NHVR IAP webpage (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/road-access/access-
management/intelligent-access-program-iap#apply).
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e TMA, apply via an approved application service provider. A list of service providers is
available on the Transport Certification Australia (TCA) website
(https://tca.gov.au/service-providers/).
When a mobile crane is fully enrolled in an approved telematics application, TCA will
issue a NSW IAP Certificate of Enrolment for the operator’s preferred telematics
application, |AP or TMA.

The Certificate of Enrolment outlines the NSW SPV networks the crane has access to.
These networks, including approved roads and conditions, are available to view on the
NHVR National Network map (https://maps.nhvr.gov.au/)

For further information please contact Transport for NSW via email at
Freight@transport.nsw.gov.au (mailto:freight@transport.nsw.gov.au).

Telematics Monitoring Application (TMA) for cranes in NSW

High risk mobile cranes, including articulated steering cranes, have the option of
enrolling in TMA with a requirement of a self-declaration for cranes that intend to
change configuration.

Under the TMA self-declaration feature, operators will be required to declare vehicle
configuration whenever there is a change in vehicle mass or configuration using the TCA
certified user interface. If your crane does not change mass or configuration self-
declaration is not required.

To enrol in TMA, crane operators should discuss their requirements with their TCA-certi-
fied application service provider (https://tca.gov.au/national-telematics-
framework/certified-service-providers/)

For more information about TMA on cranes in NSW please refer to the Telematics on
cranes factsheet (PDF, 98.71 KB)_(/system/files/media/documents/2024/telematics-on-
cranes-fact-sheet-2024-08.pdf).

Further information is available on the Special Purpose Vehicles - Telematics Monitoring

vehicles/road-access/telematics)e.

Alternate Configurations

Alternate Configurations provide more productive and flexible access to travel on
approved roads in NSW through enabling:

e All terrain cranes up to 5-axles to operate as standalone crane configurations on
more than one SPV access network.
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e A crane and dolly combination to operate both as a standalone crane (boom over
crane) and a crane and dolly combination (boom reversed) on SPV access networks.
Cranes must be enrolled in IAP or TMA and operators must self-declare vehicle
configurations prior to travel. Further information, including access networks for
alternate configurations, is available in the:

e New South Wales Class 1 4-axle and 5-axle All Terrain Mobile Crane Operator’s
Guide (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-
schemes/state-notices/new-south-wales)

e New South Wales Class 1 All Terrain Mobile Crane and Dolly Combination Operator’s
Guide (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-
schemes/state-notices/new-south-wales)

Urban Access Concession (UAC)

What is the UAC?
What cranes are eligible for the UAC?
How to apply for the UAC

What supporting documents do | need when applying for the UAC?

Urban Peak hour Concession (UPC)

What is the UPC?

What cranes are eligible for the UPC?

High risk ‘pick and carry’ cranes and UPC

Other eligible 'pick and carry' cranes and UPC

When and where can | travel under the UPC?

How to apply for the UPC for my ‘pick and carry’ crane

What supporting documents do | need when applying for the UPC?

Alternate Configuration Scheme
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The Alternate Configuration Scheme provides more productive and flexible access to
travel on approved State in NSW through enabling:

e All Terrain Cranes up to 5-axles to operate as standalone crane configurations on up
to two Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) access networks.

e A crane and dolly combination to operation both as a standalone crane (boom over
crane) and a crane and dolly combination (boom reversed) on up to two SPV access
networks.

To maintain road safety and protect road infrastructure there are requirements under the
scheme for cranes to be enrolled and operators/drivers to self-declare in the Intelligent
Access Program (IAP) with Transport for NSW.

Operators must also provide a split weighbridge certificate for each configuration
requested under the scheme as part of the initial application, if not displayed on a
document from a registering authority or Vehicle Standards Exemption (Permit) issued
by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR).

To operate under the scheme an All Terrain Crane and/or crane and dolly combination
must be:

e Standalone crane configuration -vehicle standards exempted and registered in the
largest dimensions and heaviest total mass across all the standalone configurations.

e Crane and dolly combination -vehicle registered in the largest crane and dolly
combination and vehicle standards exempted in the largest dimensions and heaviest
total mass across all the standalone crane configurations and across all the crane
and dolly combinations.

Access for up to 12 months on approved State Roads in NSW is available under access
permits for each SPV access network issued by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator
(NHVR)_(https://www.nhvr.gov.au/)

When operating under the scheme a driver or operator must self-declare when travelling
on the alternate network listed in the below table, if the driver or operator also has a
permit for a corresponding base network. Self-declaration is not required when
travelling on a base network, unless required by another condition of the permit.

What are the available access networks for Alternate Configuration?

An All Terrain Crane, either standalone or in combination with a dolly, may be eligible to
operate on more than one SPV access network in NSW.

The Alternate Configuration Scheme enables these cranes to be able to operate on two
SPV access networks under an access permit for each network. Details of the relevant
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SPV access networks in NSW are detailed below.

Related links

National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR)_(https://www.nhvr.gov.au/)

Transport Certification Australia (TCA) (https://tca.gov.au/)

NHVR IAP (https://www.nhvr.gov.au/road-access/access-management/intelligent-ac-

cess-program-iap).

Contact us
For more information, please contact us on:

e Freight@transport.nsw.gov.au (mailto:freight@transport.nsw.gov.au)
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